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Declaration of Independence Assignment
The immediate goal is to understand the structure of the document and the basic intent of each section. Answer the questions on a separate piece of paper.

Preamble: the reasons for writing down the Declaration (from "WHEN, in the Course of human Events" to "declare the Causes which impel them to the Separation").
· According to the Preamble, what is the goal of the writers? Why are they writing this document? What reason(s) did the Founding Fathers give for their decision to write out a declaration?

Statement of beliefs: specifying what the undersigned believed, the philosophy behind the document (from "We hold these Truths to be self-evident" to "an absolute Tyranny over these States"). 
· What beliefs did the Founding Fathers declare they held? 
· What rights are the writers claiming that they have?
· According to this paragraph, what is the purpose of the government?

List of complaints: the offenses that impelled the declaration (from "To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid World" to "unfit to be the ruler of a free people"). 
· What are a few of the complaints? Are any specific events mentioned? 

Statement of prior attempts to redress grievances: (From "Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish brethren," to "Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.")
· In what way(s) did the framers claim to have already tried in addressing the complaints?
· How did the colonists try to address these grievances earlier?
· Why did they feel it was necessary to state this in the Declaration?

Declaration of independence: (From "WE, therefore" to "and our sacred Honour.")
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What will change in the colonies as a result of the Declaration?
· What words from this paragraph actually declare the colonists’ independence?
· What rights and powers do they state that they now have?

The signatures
· Which signers do students recognize?
